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Communication
The category Communication does not have any FAQs
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Documents
The category Documents does not have any FAQs
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Financial
The category Financial does not have any FAQs

Page 4/25



General
The category General does not have any FAQs
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MIS

Application Form
The category Application Form does not have any FAQs

Funding Requests
The category Funding Requests does not have any FAQs

Progress Reports
The category Progress Reports does not have any FAQs

Table of Expenditures
The category Table of Expenditures does not have any FAQs

User Account
The category User Account does not have any FAQs

Verification
The category Verification does not have any FAQs
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Partnership
The category Partnership does not have any FAQs
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Verifications
The category Verifications does not have any FAQs
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CALL FOR TARGETED PROJECT
PROPOSAL _ PROJECT OF

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE IN
IMPROVEMENT OF MOBILITY

Application (Procedure & Documents)
The category Application (Procedure & Documents) does not have any FAQs

Budget
The category Budget does not have any FAQs

Eligibility of Activities
The category Eligibility of Activities does not have any FAQs

Eligibility of Beneficiaries
The category Eligibility of Beneficiaries does not have any FAQs

Eligibility of Expenditures
The category Eligibility of Expenditures does not have any FAQs

Eligible Area
The category Eligible Area does not have any FAQs
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1ST CALL FOR COMMON
PROJECT PROPOSALS - STAGE B

Application (Procedure & Documents)
Criterion_Project Maturity
Please confirm that criterion “B3 Maturity of the project” will be applied only to activities related
to equipment and infrastructure, and it will not be applied to activities related to external
expertise and services.

As it is stated in Annex 15b “This criterion applies specifically to infrastructure and equipment-
related activities.”

Maturity_Scoring Methodology
Regarding the maturity-related criteria in Annex 15b – Evaluation Grid Phase B2, we noted that:
• Projects whose physical content require studies, design solutions, surveys, procurements
receive maximum 10 points, and projects that do not require studies or procurement preparation
receive maximum 5 points; • Projects requiring licensing procedures receive 5 points, and those
who do not require licenses receive maximum 3 points. In the case of a project where: • The
Lead Beneficiary implements infrastructure requiring procurement and permits, and • A Project
Beneficiary implements only delivery of equipment not requiring any studies or permits, we
kindly request clarification on the following: 1. How is the maturity score calculated in this case?
o Is the score averaged across all beneficiaries? o Or is one maturity score applied to the entire
project based on the most demanding component (e.g. infrastructure)? 2. Would the presence
of a Project Beneficiary with no maturity requirements reduce the total maturity score, or is this
handled separately for each part of the partnership? This clarification is important to ensure fair
expectation-setting across different types of beneficiaries during project planning and
application. In projects where certain partners implement infrastructure works or equipment
purchases, the scoring of these criteria will be based solely on the maturity level of those
specific actions. In such cases, the soft activities of the other partners will not affect the score.

Maturity is assessed at the project level, not at the partner level; therefore, a project beneficiary
implementing equipment or infrastructure works without sufficient maturity will impact the overall
score.
Annex 15b provides a detailed explanation regarding the scoring methodology for criteria B3a
and B3b. In cases where all project partners implement only soft activities (i.e. the project
includes exclusively staff costs, office and administrative costs, travel and accommodation
costs, and external expertise costs), the scores for these criteria will be 5 and 3 respectively.
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State Aid Declaration _clarifications
I would like to request clarification regarding the State Aid Declaration that must be submitted by
each Beneficiary as part of the application package. The statement reads: "In the fiscal year in
progress and in the two previous fiscal years the organisation I represent and all other entities
belonging to the same company group did not benefit / benefited (as stated below in the table)
from De minimis funding." In this context, we would like to ask: Which database should be used
as the official source for verifying the De minimis aid received? Should the information be taken
from the BG De minimis Register, the Greek national register on state aid (SOREFSIS), or
another specific database designated by the Programme?

Beneficiaries should refer to the official national register of De minimis funding applicable in their
country when verifying and declaring De minimis aid. Specifically:
• For Bulgarian entities, the BG De minimis Register should be used. https://minimis.minfin.bg/
• For Greek entities, the relevant source is the Greek national register on State Aid
(SOREFSIS).

MIS/ AF/ Additional information
MIS/ AF/ Additional information/ question 30: Please clarify the meaning of each of the available
options: Direct payment/ Indirect payment – Funding / Indirect Payment – Special Account.

Please note that this field is not required at this stage. It will be compulsory in case of approval.
It concerns ONLY the Greek partners and refers to the way the payments are executed,
selecting the appropriate value from the available list. More particular:

Direct payment: The payment by the Accountable Entity / Project Officer is made by paying the
corresponding amount via e-PDE directly to the contractor’s bank account.
Indirect payment – Grant: The indirect payment – grant shall be made by the Accountable Entity
/ Project Officer by transferring a credit to the specific blocked bank account of the beneficiary.
The release of the funds for making the final payments (payment of suppliers, transfer of credits
directly to the beneficiary) shall be made in accordance with the respective institutional
framework applicable in each case.
Indirect Payment – Special Account: the payment without an accountable entity is made by
transferring credit to a Special bank Account (it concerns Special Accounts for Research Funds
of eg. Universities, Regional Health Authorities,..) In case “other kind or combination of
payments” is selected, analytical description per each Greek partner has to be provided in the
comments.

MIS – Project Duration
What date should we enter in MIS as a start date?

At Stage B you can edit the start and end date of the project. You may indicate 01/10/2025 as
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the estimated start date. This start date is not binding.
In case your project is approved for funding, the start and end dates may be adjusted during the
contracting phase, if needed.
In any case, it is crucial that the project duration does not exceed 24 months.

Budget
Activity (staff or external costs)
A state forest enterprise is among selected partners and it possesses licenses for afforestation,
since it is part of their activity. Can it implement afforestation by itself, following the internal
procedures, and not outsource this activity using public procurement?

If the state forest enterprise is a project partner and afforestation is part of its allocated tasks
under the project, it may implement the activities by its own means, using its own resources
following the Bulgarian Legal Framework and the necessary decisions imposed by its internal
procedures, without public procurement. In this case, those expenditures are to be budgeted in
staff cost budget category, but still bear in mind that according to REGULATION (EU)
2021/1059 form 24.06.2021 Staff costs shall be limited to the following: (a) salary payments
related to the
activities which the entity would not carry out if the operation concerned was not Undertaken. In
that sense, please justify in your application the activities which the entity would not carry out if
the operation concerned was not Undertaken.
In cases where the activity requires the purchase of materials or of equipment or external
expertise services from third parties, national and EU public procurement rules must be followed
accordingly.

Costs for verification
Please clarify whether Bulgarian applicants should envisage costs for verifications in their
budgets.

In the Greece–Bulgaria Programme 2021–2027, costs for verifications are not applicable for
beneficiaries from either country.

Preparation Costs clarifications_2
Please clarify if the preparation costs will be eligible even if they are not fully paid before the
deadline for application in Stage B. The question concerns cases in which beneficiaries put
clauses with responsibilities to contractors which go beyond the deadline for application to
Stage B – for example, revision of project documents in case of evaluators recommendations,
etc. Additionally, the beneficiaries can put clauses of payments which are due after the project
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is approved, etc.

The provision for the preparation costs is set out in the Programme & Project Implementation
Manual.
Preparation cost must be included in the Application Form/Stage B in the Deliverable 1X1
“Preparation Activities” (where X is the number of the beneficiary).
The services or activities must be implemented and there must be at least a commitment
decision for them between 1st of January 2021 and the date of submission of the Application
Form. The related invoices and payments could be issued and made after the project is
approved. The payments for preparation costs should be included preferably in the first request
for verification.

Preparation Costs_clarifications 1
About the Preparation Cost, in the implementation manual pages 65 pointed out the sentence ''If
the services or activities were implemented and there is at least a commitment decision for them
between 1st of January 2021 and the date of submission of the Application Form''. The
commitment decision should be prepared under any specific legislation, or its according to the
body that will apply for the preparation cost. Also in the pages 65-66 it states that: the following
external expertise costs and/ or staff costs for the preparation of the application documents are
eligible: c) cost analysis and preparatory research reports for the project activities Programme
and Project Implementation Manual d) costs for the preparation of technical design studies,
compliance reports, licenses fees, environmental impact assessment studies, technical
assessment reports. Can the Project Beneficiary to use the costs for the preparation of the
Annex 7:The 'Project Analysis Report' and the Annex 8:The 'Climate Endurance Validation
Report' during the preparation of the project proposal.

Yes, the above costs may be considered as preparation costs, provided that all other applicable
eligibility conditions are met.

VAT recovery
For an organization with “partially recoverable” VAT status, and considering Law 3281,
17/05/2023/ art. 24, please clarify if the VAT, in the context of the Programme, will be
completely eligible for them. In the AF / Partnership section, how should they fill in the VAT
condition question?

VAT is eligible expense for all projects with budget under 5.000.000€ for all types of
beneficiaries.
In the AF / Partnership section, each beneficiary is required to declare their applicable VAT
status, irrespective of whether VAT is considered eligible or not.
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Eligibility of Activities
Project Changes in Stage B
Please confirm that changes of projects at Stage B are possible compared to the content of
Concept Notes, when they derive from received comments and recommendations included in
the evaluation results at Stage A.

Yes, this is correct.

Eligibility of Beneficiaries
Partner Change in Stage B
I would like to know if we can make a change of partner at this stage, as with some changes
that are being made in Bulgaria, we have been contacted with this question. If we can't at Stage
B' is there a possibility that it can be done afterwards or is there no such possibility?

In the context of the present 1st Call for Project Proposals – STAGE B, are invited
EXCLUSIVELY the Partnership Schemes of the relevant positively assessed proposals as
approved to participate in Stage B.
The composition of the partnership, as approved in Stage A, shall be maintained without
modifications under penalty of disqualification.
During the Implementation phase, there are in duly justified cases provision for the Modification
of the composition of the partnership. For more information, please check the Programme &
Project Implementation Manual/Modifications/Modifications approved by the MC

Eligibility of Expenditures
The category Eligibility of Expenditures does not have any FAQs

Eligible Area
The category Eligible Area does not have any FAQs
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CALL FOR TARGETED PROJECT
PROPOSAL _ CAPITALIZATION OF
PROJECT "FLOOD PROTECTION"
OF THE 2014-2020 PROGRAMMING

PERIOD

Application (Procedure & Documents)
The category Application (Procedure & Documents) does not have any FAQs

Budget
The category Budget does not have any FAQs

Eligibility of Activities
The category Eligibility of Activities does not have any FAQs

Eligibility of Beneficiaries
The category Eligibility of Beneficiaries does not have any FAQs

Eligibility of Expenditures
The category Eligibility of Expenditures does not have any FAQs

Eligible Area
The category Eligible Area does not have any FAQs
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CALL FOR TARGETED PROJECT
PROPOSAL _ CAPITALIZATION OF

PROJECT "FLOOD GUARD" OF
THE 2014-2020 PROGRAMMING

PERIOD

Application (Procedure & Documents)
The category Application (Procedure & Documents) does not have any FAQs

Budget
The category Budget does not have any FAQs

Eligibility of Activities
The category Eligibility of Activities does not have any FAQs

Eligibility of Beneficiaries
The category Eligibility of Beneficiaries does not have any FAQs

Eligibility of Expenditures
The category Eligibility of Expenditures does not have any FAQs

Eligible Area
The category Eligible Area does not have any FAQs
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1ST CALL FOR COMMON
PROJECT PROPOSALS - STAGE A

Application (Procedure & Documents)
MIS user account & rights
If someone from one unit of an organization creates a new account, will he/she be able to “see”
and submit all the proposals made by the organization? Is it possible to modify and submit only
one proposal?

The user with “Submit AF” role can see (and submit) all proposals.
The user without “Submit AF” and access to all proposals of the organization can see his
proposal at any status and all proposals after their approval by the MA.The user without
“Submit AF” and access only to his projects can see only his proposals/projects.

Concept Note
Since there are 4 potential beneficiaries tables in the concept note - can we remove the
unnecessary ones if there are only two partners (for example...)? Or do we write N/A in the
tables?

You may add or omit tables if necessary in this section of the concept note depending on the
number of partners you have in your project proposal.

Supporting Documents
What kind of supporting documents do we need to present to justify the specific budget lines?
At Stage A Concept note and at Stage B Project Proposals?

No supporting documents are required at this stage (Stage A). All needed supporting
documents will be submitted in Stage B according to the relevant information which will be given
analytically in the relevant Call for Project Proposals.

Project Proposal signing
The proposal is prepared by all beneficiaries and is submitted by the Lead Beneficiary. Should it
be signed only by the lead beneficiary?

Page 17/25



The project proposal should be signed only by the legal representative of the Lead Beneficiary

MIS registration for Concept Note submission
Should all beneficiaries be registered in MIS?

For the submission of the Concept Note, only the Lead Beneficiary is necessary to be registered
in the MIS.
However, for the submission of the Application Form – at the STAGE B’ of the procedure – all
the Beneficiaries should be registered in the MIS. We strongly recommend, all Potential
Beneficiaries to be registered in the MIS from the begging of the procedure.

Budget
Budget limitations
In RSO 4.2 Life-long learning we still have the limitation of 600.000 ?

There is no limitation in the ToR of the 1st Call regarding this issue. It is a recommendation.

Soft Measures
Taking into account the recommendation for budget of soft measures up to 600 000 EUR per
project, is it possible to submit a completely „soft“ project, containing only soft actions and
measures ? If yes, how is it supposed to comply with the minimum project budget of 1 000 000
EUR? This question is highly important for Specific objective: RSO4.2, which in fact contains
only soft indicative actions and it is logical that projects under this objective should be soft
projects, and adding investment actions to them will most probably be artificial and will put into
question the effective usage of programme funds?

According to the Terms of Reference of the 1st Call for Project Proposals paragraph 7.14 “It is
strongly recommended that the total Budget of expenditure in categories 2,4,8 and 10 (soft
measures), cannot exceed the amount of 600.000€. Nevertheless, we will accept projects
exceeding the amount of 600.000€, if well justified, in these categories. However, RSO 4.2 does
envisage actions which would result to the purchase of equipment or even expenditure related
to infrastructure according to the Programme Document (page 74). Please don’t declare any
“artificial” actions to your project as it will be easily detected by the assessors and will result to
the rejection of your proposal. Please read pg.73 of the Operational Programme for more
information regarding specific objective 4.2. The aim is to receive project proposals that would
leave tangible results and that their sustainability would be ensured after the lifetime of the
project.

Page 18/25



Staff Costs limits
What is the limit for Staff if it is Real costs? If the staff costs is Flat rate, what is it meant by: "up
to 20 % of the direct costs other than the direct staff costs of the operation". What does "direct
staff costs mean"?

No limit is set in the Call for project proposals for real costs budgeted under the budget line
“Staff costs”.
However, the budget of each beneficiary and project should be well balanced in terms of budget
lines and activities.

If flat rate is used for staff costs, the percentage should be up to 20% and is calculated on the
budget lines “external expertise and services”, “equipment” and “infrastructure and works”
costs of the beneficiary’s budget.

Direct staff costs are those costs that are directly related to the implementation of the project

Flat Rate vs Real Costs
The choice of flat rate or real cost has to be applied to the whole partnership or at partner level?

The choice of flat rate or real costs under specific budget lines is declared per beneficiary for
each project.

Flat rate #2
If an organization prefers in one project the flat rate for travel, can it choose a real cost
methodology in another project at the same time?

The flat rate for “travel and accommodation” costs applies per project and per beneficiary. The
same beneficiary can choose flat rate option for “travel and accommodation costs” in one
project and real cost option in another project for the same budget category of costs.

Eligibility of Activities
Circular Economy
The goals of the circular economy also involve utilizing waste for clean energy (e.g., heating
from agricultural residues). We don’t see to have an intervention category for these actions.
Can such initiatives by municipalities be incorporated into any existing  intervention field?
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In general if the relevance of each project proposal fits the aim of the specific objective given at
the Programme Document is subject to assessment. We advise you to consult the Programme
Document (pg.37-48) to judge if your project proposal is relevant.

Project Webpage
Separate project webpage for the interreg project on the official page of the beneficiary, this
applies for all beneficiaries or only for the LB?

According to Regulation (EU) 2021/1059: Interreg Regulation/Article 36:
“Each partner of an Interreg operation or each body implementing a financing instrument shall
acknowledge support from an Interreg fund, including resources reused for financial instruments
in accordance with Article 62 of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060, to the Interreg operation by:

providing on the partner’s official website or social media sites, where such sites exist, a short
description of the Interreg operation, proportionate to the level of support provided by an
Interreg fund, including its aims and results, and highlighting the financial support from the
Interreg fund”.

If the project consortium decides that only the LB (or any other PB) will create this page
dedicated to the project on their official website, then the least all other PBs have to do is: add
on their official website a banner with the project logo which will be an active link redirecting the
user to the page dedicated to the project on the website of the LB (or in general on the website
of the PB who was in charge to create the page dedicated to the project on their official
website).

Project Websites eligibility
Can the PBs create a project website?

Project websites are not eligible under this call and for the programming period 2021-2027 in
general. Instead, each project will have a dedicated page on the programme website where all
project news, events and deliverables will be uploaded/published. In addition, all Project
Beneficiaries should provide on their official website a short description of the project, including
its aims and results and highlighting the financial support of the Programme (Regulation (EU)
2021/1059: Interreg Regulation/Article 36).

Capitalisation actions
Is it eligible as a capitalization action to widely implement already co-funded tools demonstrating
added value and transfer potential?
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Capitalization is welcome. However, there must be no double-financing.

Activities outside the eligible area
An institution located outside the eligible area can participate under conditions. Can it include
deliverables of “equipment” and “infrastructure” in its budget? Or no equipment and no
infrastructure can take place outside the eligible area?

Regarding the “infrastructure” please check par. 1 of the ToR and the Programme & Project
Implementation Manual page 53 “Infrastructure located outside the Programme area, even if it
is directly related to the project either for the development or for implementation, shall not be
eligible”.

“Equipment” may be considered as eligible if it will be used in favor of the programme’s area.

Eligibility of Beneficiaries
Project Beneficiaries per Project
What is the preferred number of beneficiaries? Is the participation of local or central
governmental bodies compulsory or highly recommended?

The minimum number of participants in a project proposal is (2) – on of each partner country –
and the maximum number of participants in a project proposal is five (5). The number and the
type of participants within this limits depends of the scope of the project, the activities proposed
for financing and the authorization of the participating organizations and will be evaluated during
the evaluation procedure.

Branch
If a project partner is registered outside of the Programme’s eligible area but has an officially
registered branch inside the Programme Area is it considered an eligible partner for this call?

In the Terms of Reference of the 1st Call for Common Project Proposals: Paragraph 5.
ELIGIBILITY OF APPLICANTS: Organisations located outside the Programme area but having
local/regional subsidiary/branch office established in the Programme area are eligible only for
Greek Project partners.

Bulgarian partners must have their legal registration located in the eligible Programme area.
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Lead Beneficiary criteria
Are there any specific criteria, in order to appoint a Lead Beneficiary?

A Lead Beneficiary will be designated by all partners participating in a project to ensure
implementation of the entire project (carry out the tasks laid down in Article 26 of Interreg
Regulation) and will sign a Subsidy Contract with the Managing Authority.
The Lead Partner must be located either in Greece-Bulgaria:
• be a legal entity.
• hold a dedicated bank account for the project.
• be legally able to transfer funds to foreign countries.
• have a technical and financial capacity and competency to manage the proposed common
project.

NGO eligibility
Can an NGO with relatively low balance sheets participate in the Greece-Bulgaria Programme
as Beneficiary?

Each Project Beneficiary must submit specific documents to prove its eligibility, administrative
and financial capacity. The partnership scheme and the administration and financial capacity of
the Project Beneficiaries are part of the evaluation procedure at STAGE B.

Programming Agreements
ONLY FOR GREEK BENEFICIARIES - Can Municipalities, Universities and other bodies
conclude Programming Agreements (?????????????? ?????????) in Greece-Bulgaria
Programme?

The case of assuming responsibility for the implementation of a Project instead of the owner of
the project, by another body, is provided for in Article 8, point 3 of the YPASYD of INTERREG
Programmes 2021-2027 (Government Gazette 3281/Issue B’/17.05.2023), as follows:
“In the cases of actions for which the responsibility for the implementation of the action is
assumed by another entity as beneficiary instead of the project owner on the basis of a
programming agreement, in accordance with article 44 of Law 4412/2016, as it applies each
time, the eligible costs are paid for the act by the project owner or by the beneficiary, depending
on what is specified in the programming contract,…”.
Furthermore, the YPASYD lists in detail (points a to h) the conditions that must be met in order
the relevant Programming Agreement and the costs derived from it to be eligible.

In addition, article 44 of Law 4412/2016 states that:
“Article 44. Technical competence of contracting authorities in public works contracts and
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studies

1. The contracting authorities who judge that they do not have technical competence, or their
technical competence is incomplete, may in particular:

a) enter into programming agreement, within the meaning of paragraph 6 of Article 12, for
concluding, supervising, and overseeing a public procurement for work or study,
b) conclude contracts for the provision of technical services within the meaning of article 52
and
c) be supported by the EKAA of par. 1a of article 41 in the context of its exercise of ancillary
purchasing activities.

2. The contracting authority is responsible to the project owner for the proper performance of its
duties and to third parties it is jointly and severally liable with the project owner. If the
programming agreement does not specify otherwise,
it represents the project owner in court and out of court against third parties during the exercise
of its duties until the end of the contract. The ruling bodies are determined by the programming
agreement.”

Therefore, from the above it is clear that the conclusion of Programming Agreements is allowed
only in cases in which conditions of Article 44 of Law 4412/2016 are met and exclusively for the
services described in paragraph 1a of Article 44.
More specifically, the following should apply cumulatively:
a) documented non-existence or inadequate existence of Technical Competency of a
Contracting Authority/ potential Beneficiary,
b) assumption of responsibility by another body, exclusively for the services referred to in Article
44 par.1, i.e. “for concluding, supervising and overseeing a public procurement for work or
study”, and not for the
provision of other services.

The potential Beneficiary should document, during the submission of the proposal in Stage B,
the need to conclude a Programming Agreement in the context of the above.

In Project Selection Criteria for the evaluation of project proposals for funding are included
criteria concerning the ability of the potential Beneficiaries to respond to the implementation of
the projects, in which case the above
approach should be taken into account during the process of submitting the proposals that will
include Programming Agreements.

Eligibility of Expenditures
Expenses outside the eligible area
Is there a percentage of expenses for actions outside the eligible area? I am interested in
participating in exhibitions in Europe and case visits of good practices.
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There is no percentage of expenses set in the Call, for actions outside the eligible area.
However, these actions should be well justified and approved by the MA.

Land Purchase
According to page 54 of the P&PM “Purchase of land (over 10% of total eligible cost) is not
eligible”. What is the exact meaning and how this rule applies on the project level?

According to article 64 para 1 (b) of EU Regulation 1060/2021 ARE NOT ELIGIBLE “the
purchase of land for an amount exceeding 10 % of the total eligible expenditure for the
operation concerned; for derelict sites and for those formerly in industrial use which comprise
buildings, that limit shall be increased to 15 %; for financial instruments, those percentages shall
apply to the programme contribution paid to the final recipient or, in case of guarantees, to the
amount of the underlying loan”
Meaning that the cost for land purchase is eligible if this cost does not exceed the 10% of the
eligible TOTAL PROJECT’S COST.

VAT eligibility
Is VAT an eligible expense?

VAT is eligible expense for all projects with budget under 5.000.000€ for all types of
beneficiaries.

Budget Lines
What is the difference between ‘Equipment’ and ‘Infrastructure & Works’ budget lines?

The budget line ‘Equipment costs’ refers to expenditure for the financing of equipment
purchased, rented or leased by a partner, necessary to achieve objectives of the project.
The budget line ‘Infrastructure & Works costs’ refers to expenditure for the financing of
infrastructure and construction works related to investments in infrastructure that do not fall into
the scope of other budget lines.

Eligibility Period for Expenses
What is project expenses eligibility period?

The expenses eligibility period starts at January 1st, 2021, and after the signature of the
Subsidy Contract.
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Projects’ activities which have started being implemented before the signing of the Subsidy
Contract, and in any case after 1/1/2021, should not have been concluded before the
application for funding at the present Call for Project Proposals.
The last date for the expense’s eligibility period is December 31st, 2029.

Eligible Area
The category Eligible Area does not have any FAQs
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