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 INTRODUCTION
This report provides an insight into the key preliminary data of the Concept Notes

received in the frame of the 1st Call for Common Project Proposals of the 
Cross-Border Cooperation Programme Interreg VI-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2021-2027”. 

The Call closed on March 27, 2024 with the submission of 163 Concept Notes through
the Monitoring Information System (MIS).  

The indicative total budget of the Call amounted to approximately 32M EUR,
 with co-financing rate 80% EU funds & 20% national funds.

 
The Call was open for four out of the six Specific Objectives of the Programme, 

under two out of the three Priorities Axes of the Programme.
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37 out of 163 (22.7%) 
Concept Notes were submitted

under RSO2.7. Enhancing protection
and preservation of nature,

biodiversity and green infrastructure,
including in urban areas, and

reducing all forms of pollution

RSO2.6

35 out of 163 (21.5%) 
Concept Notes were submitted

under RSO2.6. Promoting the
transition to a circular and resource

efficient economy

RSO4.6

61 out of 163 (37.4%) 
Concept Notes were submitted

under RSO4.6. Enhancing the role of
culture and sustainable tourism in

economic development, social
inclusion and social innovation

RSO4.2

30 out of 163 (18.4%) 
Concept Notes were submitted
under RSO4.2. Improving equal
access to inclusive and quality

services in education, training and
lifelong learning through developing
accessible infrastructure, including
by fostering resilience for distance
and on-line education and training

NUMBER OF CONCEPT NOTES SUBMITTED PER
PRIORITY AXIS (PA) & SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE (SO)

72 out of 163 (44.2%) 
Concept Notes were submitted
under PA1 - A more resilient &
greener Greece - Bulgaria Cross
Border Territory

91 out of 163 (55.8%) 
Concept Notes were submitted
under PA3 - A more Inclusive
Greece-Bulgaria Cross Border
Territory
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AVAILABLE VS REQUESTED BUDGET PER
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE & PRIORITY AXIS

The overall Call’s indicative budget was  EUR
32.050.467,10 with a co-financing rate of 80% EU funds
and 20% national funds. 

The total budget of the received applications exceeds
largely the Call’s available budget, as the overall
financial requests reached EUR 248,434,140.96, 
almost eight times higher the available funds.

Requested Budget per PA
(M EUR)

PA1
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PA3
13.55

Indicative Call‘s Budget per PA
(M EUR)



NATIONALITY OF THE APPLICANTS

361 OUT OF 665
APPLICANTS

304 OUT OF 665
APPLIANTS

GR - PBs
54.3%

BG - PBs
45.7%

Out of the 665 applicants, 361 (54.29%) are from Greece
and 304 (45.71%) from Bulgaria.
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NATIONALITY OF POTENTIAL 
LEAD BENEFICIARIES 

GR-LBs
121

BG-LBs
42

The majority (74.23% = 121 out of 163) of the
Lead Beneficiaries are Greek applicants,
whereas less that 1/3 (25.77% = 42 out of
163) of the Lead Beneficiaries are Bulgarian
applicants.



SIZE OF THE PARTNERSHIPS

 3 PBS2 PBS 4 PBS

15.3%9.2% 33.7% 41.7%

5 PBS

15 out of 163 
partnerships consisting of 

2 Project Beneficiaries

25 out of 163 
partnerships consisting of 

3 Project Beneficiaries

55 out of 163 
partnerships consisting of 

4 Project Beneficiaries

68 out of 163 
partnerships consisting of 

5 Project Beneficiaries

Amongst the applications received, there was a strong preference to larger partnerships
consisting of 4 or 5 Project Beneficiaries.
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SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ASSESSMENT
RESULTS (STAGE A) - NUMBER OF
“APPROVED” CONCEPT NOTES PER SO 

NO
104/163
104 out of the 163 received
and evaluated concept notes
are proposed to be rejected 

59/163
27 out of the 163 received and
evaluated concept notes are
proposed to pass successfully
to Stage B

NO
63.8%

YES / PARTIALLY YES
36.2%

16 OUT OF 59
PROPOSED FOR APPROVAL

CONCEPT NOTES ARE UNDER PA1:
9 under RSO2.6 & 

7 under RSO2.7

43 OUT OF 59
PROPOSED FOR APPROVAL

CONCEPT NOTES ARE UNDER PA3:
13 under RSO4.2 &
30 under RSO4.6



REQUESTED BUDGET OF 59 PROPOSED FOR
APPROVAL CONCEPT NOTES PER SO & PA

REQUESTED BUDGET (M EUR) AVAILABLE BUDGET (M EUR)
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The total budget of the concept notes that are proposed
to be approved (EUR 98.956.554,26) is almost three
times higher than the Call’s available budget (EUR
32.050.467,10). Moreover, the requested budget of PA3
(EUR 67.240.886,62) is double the total requested
budget of PA1 (EUR 31.715.667,64).

Requested Budget of 59
proposed for approval CNs
per PA (M EUR)



SUMMARY

PA1 PA3

SUM

RSO2.6 RSO2.7 RSO4.2 RSO4.6

Number of CN 9 7 13 30 59

Requested Budget 18.904.858,64 € 12.810.809,00 € 16.518.076,50 € 50.722.810,12 € 98.956.554,26 €

Available Budget 9.149.532,71 € 9.345.794,39 € 4.205.607,48 € 9.349.532,71 € 32.050.467,29€

Ration 
(times higher)

2,07 1,37 3,93 5,43 3,09


