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1: Interreg Greece-Bulgaria Programme

1.1. Consultation with Stakeholders

1.1.1. Main Participating Stakeholders

The survey was addressed to Programme’s (potential) beneficiaries, stakeholders
that are members of the Monitoring Committee and other organisations. In total the
survey received 29 answers from stakeholders (18 were Greek authorities and 11
Bulgarian authorities).

What is the type of your organization?

The stakeholders involved: Local Public Authorities with a percentage of 24.1%,
followed by Small and Medium Enterprises, Higher education and research
organisations and Interest groups, including NGOs, with 13.8%. Most Greek
respondents were Local Public Authorities, while the Bulgarian stakeholders were
mainly Interest Groups, including NGOs, or Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs).
Business Support Organisations, National Public Authorities and others were less
involved.

1.1.2. Methodology of Consultation

To prepare for the post-2027 period, the Commission has requested all European
Territorial Cooperation (ETC) programmes to carry out a consultation process in the
course of 2024. As part of this initiative, the Managing Authority Interreg 2021-2027
launched an online survey from May to July 2024 inviting all interested stakeholders
to contribute with their views on the Programme.

The survey was posted on the “Interreg VI-A Greece-Bulgaria” Programme’s website
and its social media as well as the MA website. It was also distributed via email to
stakeholders that are members of the Monitoring Committee and other Programme’s
(potential) beneficiaries.

The online survey consists of 16 questions, as defined in the Commission’s toolkit,
including two question types: multiple-choice and open-ended text. The first type,
being multiple-choice, aims to gather quantitative data and gain a better
understanding of the surveyed population, whilst the second one, being an open-
ended text responses type, captures qualitative data, allowing respondents to freely
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express their thoughts. Part of the survey analysis was to highlight the differences
and similarities between the perspectives of the organization of the eligible area of
the two countries

1.1.3. Summary on the Input of the Key Questions

In which country/area do you live/operate/have your premises (Graph 1)?

Results per country
Greece: 58.6%
Bulgaria: 41,4% (13.8% was out of the eligible area within Bulgaria).

In which country / area do you live / operate / have your
premises?

® Greece In the Programme eligible
area: Regions of Eastern Macedonia -
Thrace (Evros, Xanthi, Rodopi, Drama,
Kavala — Thassos) and Central
Macedonia (Thessaloniki, Serres)

® Bulgaria In the Programme eligible
area: Districts of Blagoevgrad,
Haskovo, Smolyan, Kardzhali

@ Bulgaria Out of the Programme
eligible area: Oraqanisations that bring
added value and expertise (National
Organisations, Universities, etc.)

Graph 1.

Have you been a beneficiary in a cross-border Interreg project?

Main results:
Yes: 82.8%
No: 10,2%

In which Programming Period/s your project has been submitted/funded (Graph 2)?
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Note: This question had the option of choosing more than one answer between the first
3 answers.

82.8% of respondents in both countries have been beneficiaries of Interreg, mainly in
2014-2020. Among them, the vast majority have also participated in the previous
programming period, 2007-2013, while five (5) are also participating in the current
programming period, 2021-2027. The results per programming period are included in
the graph 2 below:

Count of In which Programming Period/s your project has been
submitted / funded?

2014-2020

2007-2013; 2014-2020;
2021-2027

2007-2013; 2014-2020

2014-2020; 2021-2027

| am not a Programme
beneficiary

2007-2013; 2014-2020;
| am not a Programme
beneficiary

12

Graph 2.

What is the main added value of a cross-border cooperation programme such as the
Interreg Greece-Bulgaria programme (Graph 3)?

In response to the above question, 51.7% noted as the main added value of a cross-
border cooperation, cross-border network developments and professional
capacity building. At the same time, 48.3% percent stressed the importance of
solving common challenges in their region.



What is the main added value of a cross-border cooperation
programme, like the “Greece — Bulgaria” Programme?
@ Solving common challenges in my region

@ Developing cross-border network (s)/
increasing professional capacities

Graph 3.

What is the key challenge in your area that should be addressed through cross-
border cooperation?

Regarding the main challenges that need to be addressed through cross-border
cooperation, stakeholders had different views, giving 11 different answers. Most
highlighted the importance of economic development research and innovation in
a percentage of 34,5%, followed by Environment protection and natural resources
with 17.2% and climate change, disaster management and disaster protection
with 10.3%.

There were also stakeholders that mentioned the need for digitisation, digital
connectivity, information and communication technologies (10.3%), and
protection of cultural heritage/sustainable tourism (6.9%). Responses are
complemented by the need to support healthcare/long-term care, smart energy
systems, energy efficiency and renewable energy, spatial planning, labour market
and employment, and social inclusion and integration in lower percentages
according to the graph that follows:
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What is the key challenge in your area that should be
addressed through cross-border cooperation?

@® Environment protection and natural
resources

@® Economic development and research and
innovation

Climate change, disaster managementa...
Digitisation, digital connectivity, informatio...
Labor market and employment

Smart energy systems, energy efficiencya...

Health care /long-term care

Circular and resource efficient economy

Cultural heritage protection / sustainable t...

Spatial planning

Social inclusion, integration

Graph 4.

What are the key benefits that cross-border cooperation offers to stakeholders?

Note: The question required an open text answer.

Most of the respondents highlighted social and cultural exchanges. More
specifically, among benefits they mentioned that designing and experimenting with
common solutions to problems tailored to local needs and perceptions can enhance
mutual respect and understanding and bridge the gap between cultural barriers.

Other popular responses were related to transferring knowledge, sharing good and
bad practices, developing common methods and tools and building a strong
network.

Do you see any shortcomings in how your cross-border cooperation efforts are
currently supported by the Programme (graph 5)? If yes, please explain

Main results:
Yes: 44.8%
No: 55.2%

The majority in both countries agreed that most shortcomings are related to
administrative capacities and bureaucracy, explaining that there are many state
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regulations and requirements, the validation process is not so fast, and funding has
been decreased compared to the programming period, 2014-2017.

Bulgarian stakeholders that participated in the survey have not participated in an
Interreg Programme due to the difficult procedure and other administrative
difficulties.

Many participants from the two countries stated that finding partners, particularly in
the private sector or among Higher Education Institutes is quite challenging.
Moreover, they noted a need to focus more on specific issues related to the Greece-
Bulgaria border eligible area and not on general problems.

Do you see any shortcomings in how your cross-border
cooperation efforts are currently supported by the Programme?

® NO
® YES

Graph 5.

What are the concrete obstacles that prevent stakeholders like you from cooperating
with other partners (Graph 6)? The question could have more than one answer.

The obstacles are mainly identified in incompatible levels of administrative
capacity and difficulties in finding partners. Some stakeholders who have yet to
participate also feel that incompatible administrative capacities pose a significant
barrier, particularly for the private and non-governmental sectors. Covering costs
before the verification process is particularly challenging in these areas.



What are the concrete obstacles that prevent stakeholders like
you from cooperating with other partners?

Incompatible level
of administrative
capacity; Difficultie...

Incompatible level
of administrative
capacity

Incompatible level
of administrative
capacity; Other (pl...

Other (please
specify)

Difficulties in
finding partners of
the other country...

Little or no
knowledge of
Interreg Program...

Difficulties in
Fim:lin%1 partners of
the other country...

Graph 6

Do you have any ideas for facilitating cooperation with your counterparts in other
countries in the future? Note: The question required an open text

Regarding the stakeholders’ ideas on how the Interreg can facilitate cooperation
among the counterparts in other countries, the majority emphasised the significance
of establishing a diverse network and sharing various ideas, establishing a peer
network, which can help them finding partners, arranging structured and targeted
workshops, events, and information sessions, micro-destination initiatives to
promote sustainability and creating an online platform to improve
communication between parties involved.

In the above context, they suggested: 1) Increasing of resources allocated for
management, 2) Repealing the application of the state aid rule in the specific type of
projects, 3) Applying the same rules of funding to all countries, 4) Defining VAT as an
eligible expenditure, 7) Extending the life span of the projects to 36 months, 8)
Supporting a period for consolidation of projects' results after completion of the main
implementation period and 9) Monitoring and evaluating progress. They also
proposed the creation of a database of beneficiaries based on whether they are
implementing projects correctly or not so that beneficiaries in searching partners can
avoid partnerships with unreliable organisations.



Are there any actions/activities that you would like to implement through cross-

border Interreg programmes but currently you cannot? If yes, please explain (what and
why)

The stakeholders believe it's crucial to introduce new initiatives, especially by
enhancing the existing agenda, aiming to better meet the needs of the intervention
areas, which haven't been fully addressed up to now. Specifically, the programme
should incorporate technological advancements and innovative topics focused on
cutting-edge digital solutions supported by robust research. Considering this, smart
solutions implementation, such as smart cities and villages, is deemed essential.
Workshops and visits to the local communities can also be organised. Furthermore,
the stakeholders are interested in raising awareness regarding common problems
and strengthening their relations with civil society and third parties.

What is the mostimportant novelty that you would like to see in future Interreg cross-
border programmes (Graph 7)?

Regarding the most important novelty the 62.1% of participants would like to have in
future cross-border Interreg programmes simpler procedures (simpler to
implement & smarter to finance), 13.8% would like to see more infrastructure and
more innovative projects. In other responses, participants highlighted the need for
more assistance, SME participation and cascade projects.

What is the most important novelty that you would like to see in
future Interreg cross-border programmes?

@ More infrastructure

@ Simpler procedures

@ More innovative projects
@ Other (please specify)

Graph 7.



The Interreg programme should make cross-border cooperation more effective by
simplifying procedures. Stakeholders mentioned that until how they have spent
more time on bureaucratic than on implementing procedures. As a result, the
programme becomes less attractive and limits its effectiveness. They also requested
more assistance from the National Authority in Bulgaria in administrative matters,
familiarising auditors with the programme’s requirements and the MIS. Another
popular response was the need for more infrastructure. Among other responses, they
also asked for more innovative and SME projects.

Should the funding focus of cross-border Interreg programmes change (e.g.,
financing more and larger investment and infrastructure projects, focusing on
capacity-building and pilot investments, etc.)? Note: An open-text question

On whether the funding focus of cross-border Interreg programmes should change
and how, 35,7% consider that programme should focus on capacity-building and
pilot investments rather than on financing more and larger investment and
infrastructure projects, while 21,4% believe the opposite. 14.2% want either no
funding change or the provision of a balanced budget according to the region's needs.
Other stakeholders propose that financial resources should be given to SMEs, NGOs
and healthcare projects.

What would be your cross-border dream project? Please explain (what and why)

The stakeholders’ ideas from both countries presented include original,
entrepreneurial and innovative projects based on Interreg sustainability principles
and solving key problems in the intervention areas. Among the ideas, it is worth
highlighting the interest in environmental protection from natural disasters and
climate crises, promotion of sustainability and biodiversity, cultural promotion and
protection of cultural heritage, health care and improvement of living conditions for
people with disabilities, and technology and research projects.

1.2. Consultation with Citizens

1.2.1. Main Participating Citizens



138 citizens participated in the survey with 90% of them living in Greece. In Bulgaria,
most respondents live close to the borders. The survey managed to receive
information from all the age rates, given a special focus on youth.

What is your age?

Most of the citizens (108) were over 30 years old. As the survey was also focused on
young people (18-30 years old), there were 30 young people from both Greece and
Bulgaria.

2.2.2. Methodology of Consultation

An online survey, consisted of seven (7) simple questions, was posted by the
Managing Authority (MA) Interreg 2021-2027 on the Programme's website, its social
media and the MA's website from September to October 2024, inviting all citizens of
the eligible area of the two participating countries to contribute with their views on
the Interreg Greece-Bulgaria Programme. Moreover, the survey was sent via email to
different entities, which are in contact with citizens and civil society organisations,
including youth organisations.

One of the most important initiatives that was undertaken was the dissemination of
the survey in the 88th Thessaloniki International Fair (TIF), where the MA participated,
in the Pavilion of the General Secretariat of the Regional Development Partnership
Agreement of the Hellenic Ministry of Economy and Finance, from 7 to 15 September
2024, in which volunteers of the “Interreg Volunteer Youth (IVY)” organization also
participated.

More specifically, in the 88th TIF, an event that brings together businesses,
organisations and government bodies, 1.300 exhibitors and 221.500 visitors
participated and over 1.000 business meetings took place.

Thus, a wide range of participants were engaged and had the chance to fill in the
survey, which took place electronically in person, through a QR code, and/or using a
printed version, for facilitating the audience who is not familiar with new
technologies. It was also possible for the MA's Communication Officer and the IVY
Reporters to have informal conversations with citizens, allowing discussions on the
challenges, barriers and needs of the community.

The survey’s questions (defined in the European Commission’s toolkit), were
multiple-choice and drop-down menu questions, aiming to gather quantitative data
and gain a better understanding of the surveyed population, whilst open-ended text
responses and short-bedded text, captured qualitative data, allowing respondents
to freely express their thoughts.


https://interreg.gr/en/

1.2.3. Summary of the Input of the Key Questions

To have the perspective of citizens who live near the borders, two relevant questions
were included: “Do you live close to the borders” and “Do you consider living close
to the borders is an opportunity or a disadvantage and why?”

People living near the borders constituted a less significant number, 30% in total.
More specifically, both people living in Greece and Bulgaria answered that living
close to the borders has both benefits and drawbacks depending on the
circumstances.

Among the benefits they mentioned:

e Tourism and travelling to neighboring countries,
e Cultural diversity, and
e Commercial and financial collaborations.

The disadvantages they mentioned are related to lack of employment opportunities,
especially among young people, traffic difficulties due to lack of infrastructure, as
well as that cities close to borders are far from the decisions centers and the relevant
needs are not taken into account.

Most young people, aged 18-30 years old, noted that there are limited funds in the
border areas, resulting in a lack of adequate infrastructure and public transportation.
There are also little, or no benefits regarding employment opportunities, as well as
activities addressed to young people, especially to children and teens.

Do you live close to a border?

100%
90%
80%
7O%
80%
50%0
40%
30%
20%
10%6

0%

Bulgaria Sreece

mYeaes mMNO



Graph 8.

What are the main topics where cooperation is needed in the place where you live?

Choose and prioritize from 1 (most important) to 3 (least important) of the list below —
NOTE: Each “priority level” can only be used once.

People who live close to the border consider that among topics where cooperation is
needed is “Environment Protection and Natural Resources”, receiving most of the
replies and ranking first in both 1st and 3rd priority, whilst "Cultural heritage
protection and sustainable tourism” ranked second. Among the citizens who do
notlive close to the borders, “Environment Protection and Natural Resources” had
the first place, while “Labour market - employment / Education and training” and
“Connectivity / Sustainable transportation and mobility” the second and third.
People who do not live close to the borders agreed that “Environment Protection
and Natural Resources” is one of the main challenges in the region needing
cooperation, with “Economic development and Research & Innovation” and
“Labour market - employment / Education and training” receiving significant
answers, which ranked them into the 2nd and 3rd priority that the cooperation should
focus.

Most young people from Greece and Bulgaria would like to have more cooperation
projects on Labour market — employment / Education and training, Economic
development and Research & Innovation, and Environment Protection and
Natural Resources.

Do you know of any Interreg Programme and/or Project implemented in your area?

Most citizens, especially those who live far from the borders, knew the Interreg
Programme as well as different projects under the Programme Greece- Bulgaria.
Indicatively, citizens knew projects related to sustainable tourism (i.e., Silver
TouRism for SustAlnablLe Cross), and projects that develop local infrastructure with
environmental and disaster protection aspects (i.e., EnvironmentYou and Flood
protection). Unfortunately, most of the young people did not know Interreg
Programmes.
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Do you know the Interreg programmes?
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

NO

m Close to the borders  m Far from the borders

YES

Graph 9.

In your daily life, what are the biggest difficulties for (cross-border) cooperation?

Regarding the biggest difficulties societies face to achieve cross-border cooperation,
most of the respondents who live close to the borders of both countries answered
that “Bureaucracy” is the main barrier, with “Language gap” and “Shrinking
regions due to population decline” following. Similarly, people who live far from the
borders consider that the main barrier is “Bureaucracy”, with “Language gap” and
“Differences in cultural and social Backgrounds” following.

Main challenges

Education gap
Differences in cultural and social..
Residence in a remote area
Shrinking regions due to population..
Bureaucracy
(Negative) Stereotypes
Reduced mobility / Lack of public..
Lack of Communication / Lack of..

Language gap

o

5 10 15 20 25

(]
o
(]
[4)]
B
o

mFar from the borders m Close to the borders

Graph 10.
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1.3. Recommendations for post-2027

According to the responses of stakeholders and citizens in the context of the Interreg
Greece- Bulgaria Programme, the outcomes are related to a) topics to be covered by
Interreg, b) geography of programmes and c) implementation of programmes or
projects. More specifically they recommendations are as follows:

Topics to be covered by Interreg:

e There is a need to broaden the agenda, by focusing on specific Greece-
Bulgaria borderissues and not on general problems that the beneficiaries had
to adjust.

e Priority should be given to four categories: economic development research
and innovation; protection of the environment and natural resources and
climate change; management and disaster protection and digitisation, digital
connectivity, information and communication technologies.

e According to citizens, special focus is needed on the Labour market -
employment and Education and training sectors.

Implementation of Programmes/Projects

e Emphasis should be given on building relations between partners of both
countries, enhancing mutual respect and understanding and bridge the gap
between cultural barriers.

e Establishing a less bureaucratic system by minimising states’ institutional
framework, highlighting the validation process, and increase the funding.

e References were made to the following: Increasing resources allocated for
management, Repealing the application of the state aid rule in a specific type
of projects, Applying the same rules of funding to all countries, Defining VAT
as an eligible expenditure, Extending the life span of the projects to 36
months, Supporting a period for consolidation of projects' results after
completion of the main implementation period and Monitor and evaluate
progress.
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Appendix I: Post 2027 — Public Consultation with Stakeholders

Let’s shape together the future of Cross-Border Cooperation!

The discussions on the future of Interreg after 2027 are already taking place. In this
context, the European Commission (EC), before taking decisions on the future of
cohesion policy, would like to have your opinion and ideas. Therefore, the EC has
requested all Interreg Programmes to consult their stakeholders so that they can
contribute to the future of Interreg.

Your role is essential in the relevant process since you are the heart of Cooperation.

Please take the survey of the area where you live / work / operate of the
Programmes below:

We kindly request that the Survey is also completed by stakeholders out of the intervention
area if you are an Organisation that brings added value and expertise (National
Organisations, Universities, etc.)

Interreg Greece - Bulgaria: « = | take the Survey

Greece: Regions of Eastern Macedonia — Thrace (Evros, Xanthi, Rodopi, Drama,
Kavala — Thassos) & Central Macedonia (Thessaloniki, Serres)

Bulgaria: Districts of Blagoevgrad, Haskovo, Smolyan, Kardzhali

Interreg Greece - Italy: « = | take the Survey

Greece: Regions of Epirus (Arta, Preveza, Thesprotia, loannina), lonian Islands
(Zakynthos, Kerkyra, Ithaki — Kefallinia, Lefkada) and Western Greece
(Aitoloakarnania, Achaia, lleia)

Italy: Region of Apulia (Taranto, Brindisi, Lecce, Foggia, Bari, Barletta-Andria-Trani),
Basilicata (Matera) and Calabria (Catanzaro, Cosenza, Crotone, Reggio di Calabria)

Interreg Greece - Cyprus: « = | take the Survey (in Greek)

Greece: Regions of Northern Aegean (Chios, Lesvos, Limnos, Samos - Ikaria), Crete
(Chania, Irakleio, Lasithi, Rethymno,) and Southern Aegean (Cyclades and
Dodecanese islands)

Cyprus: All the island

Interreg Greece — Albania: « - | take the survey



https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/GR-BG_InterregPost2027
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Feusurvey%2Frunner%2FInterregPost2027&data=05%7C02%7Cspasalidou%40mou.gr%7Ca3a4d59013954aa127e208dc89502f48%7C898a3848aeb34eaab27e9b946e7b6923%7C0%7C0%7C638536224689528044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hzNoRfDyNnFvNyc1OXVIpb45mH7FDTMECG%2Fb16sEvYc%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.gle/mBdxB5cZh9PVDPTh7
https://forms.gle/LJzy5epVk6eeqZKw9

Greece: Regions of Western Macedonia (Grevena — Kozani, Kastoria, Florina), Epirus
(Arta — Preveza, Thesprotia, loannina) and lonian Islands (Zakynthos, Corfu, Ithaca —
Cephalonia, Lefkada)

Albania: Regions of Berat, Fier, Gjirokastér, Korcé, Vloré

Interreg Greece - North Macedonia: < = | take the survey

Greece: Regions of Central Macedonia (Thessaloniki, Kilkis, Pella, Serres) and
Western Macedonia (Florina, Kozani)

North Macedonia: Regions of Pelagonia, Vardar, Southeast and Southwest
We count on you to create the future of Interreg together!

Thank you for your participation.

Survey for stakeholders

* Mandatory Questions

* Question 1
What is your email?

[] I authorize the processing of my personal data for the purposes of the consultation, in
accordance with GDPR 2016/679. For more details please see: Reg. (EU) 2016/679

* Question 2
In which area of the following Programmes do you live / operate / have your premises?

NOTE: I f you want to refer to,pleasefllintwet er vent i
guestionnaires.

INTERREG VI-A “Greece — Bulgaria” 2021-2027
Greece

e Answer
In the Programme eligible area:
Regions of Eastern Macedorid hrace (Evros, Xanthi, Rodopi, Drama, Kavalaassos
and Central Macedonia (Thessaloniki, Serres)
e Answer
Out of the Programme eligible area:
National organisations, Universities, research bodies, etc.

Bulgaria


https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Post2027Greece-NorthMacedonia
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2016/679/oj
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e Answer
In the Programme eligible area:
Districts of Blagoevgrad, Haskovo, Smoly€ardzhali
e Answer
Out of the Programme eligible area:
National organisations, Universities, research bodies, etc.

INTERREG VI-A “Greece — Italy” 2021-2027
Greece

e Answer
In the Programme eligible area:
Regions of Epirus (Arta, Preveza, Thesprotia, loannina), lonian Islands (Zakynthos, Kerkyra,
Ithaki— Kefallinia Kefalonig, Lefkada) and Western Greece (Aitoloakarnania, Achaia,
lleia)
e Answer
Out of the Programme eligible area:
National organisations, Universities, research bodies, etc.

Italy

e Answer
In the Programme eligible area:
Region of Apulia (Taranto, Brindisi, Lecce, Foggia, Bari, Baflettda Trani), Basilicata
(Matera) and Calabria (Catanzaro, Cosenza, Crotone, Reggio di Calabria)

e Answer
Out of the Programme eligible area:
National organisationsUniversities, research bodies, etc.

INTERREG VI-A “Greece — Cyprus” 2021-2027

Greece
e Answer
In the Programme eligible area:
Regions of Northern Aegean (Chios, Lesvos, Limnos, Skais), Crete (Chania,
Irakleio, Lasithi, Rethymno,) and Southern Aegean (Cyclades and Dodecanese islands)
e Answer
Out of the Programme eligible area:
National organisations, Universities, research bodies, etc.

Cyprus

° All the island
INTERREG VI-A IPA “Greece —Albania” 2021-2027
Greece

e Answer

Interreg Greece-Albania, Greece-Bulgaria, Greece-Cyprus, Greece-Italy and Greece-North
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In the Programme eligible area:
Regions of Western Macedonia (GreveKazani, Kastorig-lorina), Epirus (Arta
Preveza, Thesprotia, loannina) and lonian Islands (Zakynthos, Corfu - I@&mzalonia,
Lefkada)

e Answer
Out of the Programme eligible area:
National organisations, Universities, research bodies, etc.

Albania
e Answer

In the Programme eligible area:

Regions of Berat, Fier, Gjirokasteér, Korceé, V
e Answer

Out of the Programme eligible area:
National organisations, Universities, research bodies, etc.

INTERREG VI-A IPA “Greece —North Macedonia” 2021-2027
Greece

e Answer
In the Programme eligible area:
Regions of Central Macedonia (Thessaloniki, Kilkis, Pella, Serres) and Western Macedonia
(Florina, Kozani)

e Answer
Out of the Programme eligible area:
National organisations, Universities, research bodies, etc.

North Macedonia

e Answer

In the Programme eligible area:

Regions of Pelagonia, Vardar, Southeast and Southwest
e Answer

Out of the Programme eligible area:

National organisations, Universities, research bodies, etc.

Question 3

What is the name of your organisation?

* Question 4

What type of organisation do you work for?
Answers:

e National Public Authority
e  Regional Public Authority

Interreg Greece-Albania, Greece-Bulgaria, Greece-Cyprus, Greece-Italy and Greece-North
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Local Public Authority

Higher Education and Research Organisations
Business Support Organisation

Hospitals and Medical Centres

e National, Regional, and Local Development Agency
e  Education/ Training Centre and School

e  European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation (EGTC)
e Infrastructure and (public) Service Provider

e Interest Groups including NGOs

e  Sectoral Agency

e  Small and medium enterprise (SME)

e  Other (please specify)

* Question 5

Have you been a beneficiary in a cross-border Interreg project? Answer: YES / NO

* Question 6
In which Programming Period/s your project has been funded?

Answers:

2007-2013
2014-2020
2021-2027

* Question 7

What is the main added value of a cross-border cooperation programme, like the
Programme you are referring to?

Answers:

Solving common challenges in my region

Accessing funding

Developing cross-border network (s)/ increasing professional capacities
Other (please specify)

* Question 8

What is the key challenge in your area that should be addressed through cross-border
cooperation?

Answers:
° Economic development, research and development and innovation
o Digitisation, digital connectivity, information, and communication technologies
° Environment protection and natural resources
e Climate change, disaster management and protection



Smart energy systems, energy efficiency and renewable energy
Circular and resource efficient economy

Water management

Zero-carbon / sustainable transport and mobility
Labor market and employment

Health care / long-term care

Social inclusion, integration

Cultural heritage protection / sustainable tourism
Spatial planning

Sectoral policy planning

Civil society and citizenship

Lack of connectivity (roads, public transport)
Common approaches for disaster risks prevention
Enhancing competitiveness

Other (please specify)

* Question 9

What are the key benefits that cross-border cooperation offers to stakeholders like you?
(an open text question

* Question 10

Do you see any shortcomings in how your cross-border cooperation efforts are
currently supported by the Interreg Programme(s)? If yes, please explain.

Answers: YES / NO

* Question 11

What are concrete obstacles that prevent stakeholders like you from cooperating with
other partners and why? (The question could have more than one angwer

Answers:

Little or no knowledge of Interreg Programmes

Incompatible level of administrative capacity

Difficulties in finding partners of the other country having the same needs
Other (please specify)

* Question 12

Do you have any ideas for facilitating cooperation with your counterparts in other
countries in the future? If yes, please expla{an open text question)

Answer: YES / NO

* Question 13



Are there any actions/activities that you would like to implement through cross-border
Interreg programmes but currently you cannot? If yes, please explain

Answers: YES / NO

* Question 14

What is the most important novelty that you would like to see in future Interreg cross-
border programmes?

Answers:

e  Simpler procedures

° More innovative projects
° More infrastructure

e  Other (specify)

* Question 15

Should the funding focus of cross-border Interreg programmes change? (For example
financing more and larger investment and infrastructure projects, focusing on capadiing and pilot
investments, etg.

* Question 16

What would be your cross-border dream project? Please explain (what and why)

About your data

The protection of your personal data is a special concern to our programmes. For the collection,
processing and usage of personal data, please be assured that we comply with the EU General
Data Protection Regulation (Reg. (EU) 2016/679).

The object of data protection is your personal data, i.e. all information that refers to you as an
identified or identifiable natural person. In the context of the questionnaire, you can share your
personal data with us voluntarily. If you agree to share your contact data, we may contact you
for further information.

Your personal data, in particular your name or contact data, will not be transferred to any other

organisation, including the European Commission. However, we may use your country/region of
origin for statistical reasons as well as include your organisation name in a consultation report.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2016/679/oj

Appendix Il: Post 2027 — Public Consultation with Citizens

Let’s shape together the future of Cross-Border Cooperation!

The Interreg Greece-Albania, Greece-Bulgaria, Greece-Cyprus, Greece-Italy, and Greece-North
Macedonia, co-funded by the EU and managed by the MA Interreg 2021-2027 (Hellenic Ministry
of Economy and Finance), are Cross-Border Territorial Cooperation Programmes established
under the EU Cohesion Policy 2021-2027. The consultation focuses on the future topics of
cooperation between the participating countries in the above five (5) Programmes for the next
programming period.

The results of the consultation with citizens will contribute to planning the Programmes of the
period after 2027. The responses provided for the survey, which are a bottom-up process that is
expressed by the citizens of the European territories, will be forwarded to the European
Commission, which is responsible for defining the relevant legislative framework.

We encourage you to seize this unique opportunity to shape together with us the Interreg
Programmes after 2027.

Your voice is valuable as you can make a difference for the future of Cooperation!

Please take the survey related only to the Programme area where you live.

Interreg Post 2027 Survey

Fields marked with * are mandatory.

Question 1

What is your email address? | |

* | authorisethe processing of my personal data for the purposes of the consultation, in
accordance with GDPR 2016/679. For more details pleas&ege(EU) 2016/679

| authorize: I:I

The protection of your personal data is a special concern to our programmes. For the collection,
processing and usage of personal data, we comply with the EU General Data Protection
Regulation: Reg. (EU) 2016/679.

* Question 2


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2016/679/oj

In which country and eligible area do you live?

1. Interreg Greece — Bulgaria: (¥ | take the Survey

Eligible Areas
Greece: Answer

[ ]

Regions of Eastern Macedorid hrace (Evros, Xanthi, Rodopi, Drama, Kavalaassosand
Central Macedonia (Thessaloniki, Serres)

Bulgaria: Answer
|:| Districts of Blagoevgrad, Haskovo, Smolyan, Kardzhali

2. Interreg Greece — ltaly: (7 | take the Survey
Eligible Areas
Greece: Answer

|:| Regions of Epirus (Arta, Preveza, Thesprotia, loannina), lonian Islands (Zakynthos,
Kerkyra, Ithaki- Kefallinia, Lefkada) and Western Greece (Aitoloakarnania, Achaia, lleia)

Italy: Answer
|:| Region of Apulia (Taranto, Brindisi, Lecce, Foggia, Bari, BaflethaaTrani),
Basilicata (Matera) and Calabria (Catanzaro, Cosenza, Crotone, Reggio di Calabria)

3. Interreg Greece — Cyprus: (¥ | take the Survey (in Greek)
Eligible Areas
Greece: Answer

|:| Regions of Northern Aegean (Chios, Lesvos, Limnos, S#ads), Crete
(Chania, Irakleio, Lasithi, Rethymno,) and Southern Aegean (Cyclades and Dodecanese
islands)

Cyprus: Answer

[ ] Alltheisland

4. Interreg Greece — Albania: (7 | take the survey
Eligible Areas
Greece: Answer

|:| Regions of Western Macedonia (Grevertéozani, KastoriaFlorina), Epirus (Arta
—Preveza, Thesprotia, loannina) and lonian Islands (Zakynthos, Corfu-thaca
Cephalonia, Lefkada)



Albania: Answer
|:|Regions of Berat, Fier, Gjirokastér,

5. Interreg Greece — North Macedonia: (3 | take the survey
Eligible Areas
Greece: Answer

|:| Regions of Central Macedonia (Thessaloniki, Kilkis, Pella, Serres) and Western
Macedonia (Florina, Kozani)

North Macedonia: Answer
|:| Regions of Pelagoni&ardar, Southeast and Southwest

* Question 3

Do you live close to the border?
|:| YES (please specify) (This answer leads to next Question 4)

|:| NO (This answer leads directly to Question 5)

* Question 4
Is living next to a border an opportunity or a disadvantage?

For example: an opportunity because it is easier to find a job; a disadvantage because public
transport is not adequate; an opportunity

Answers:

I:I More of an opportunity than a disadvantage (please explain) (Free Text
Question)

|:| More of a disadvantage than an opportunity (please explain) (Free Text
Question)

I:I Both, depending on the circumstances (please explain)  (Free Text Question)
I:I Neither (please specify) (Free Text Question)

*Question 5
What are the main topics where cooperation is needed in the place where you live?

Choose and prioritize from 1 (most importantBtfieast important)of the list below- NOTE:

Each ®“priority |l evel” can only be used once.

12 (3

Kor c

regar c



Environment Protection and Natural
Resources

Economic development and
Research & Innovation

Labor market — employment /
Education and training

Climate change, disaster
management, protection and
disaster risks prevention

Connectivity / Sustainable
transportation and mobility

Health care / Long-term care

Accessibility, Digitisation, and
Communication Technologies

Cultural heritage protection and
sustainable tourism

Civil Society and Citizenship / Social
Inclusion, integration

Spatial planning

J Answer

Other( Pl ease mention any topic not |isted
*Question 6

Do you know of any Interreg Programme and/or Project implemented in your area?

I:I YES (please specify) (Free Text Question)

o

*Question 7

In your daily life, what are the biggest difficulties for (cross-border) cooperation? Please
choosethreetopicsfrom the list below that you consider most important.

Answers:

I:I Language gap

I:I Lack of Communication / Lack of knowledge of advanced technologies
I:I Reduced mobility due to lack of public transport means

abov



Interreg Post 2027 Consultation with Stakeholders and Citizens

Stereotypes

Bureaucracy

Little potential for cooperation due to population decline
Residence in a remote area

Different cultural backgrounds

Education gap

| don’t know

NN EnEEn

Other (Any other topic you consider important)
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